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eucharistica, excepta consecratione. Practice, fideles genuflexi manent ab epiclesi ante consecrationem
usque ad acclamationem post consecrationem.”
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Verba autem MYSTERIUM FIDEI de contextu verborum Chrlstl Domini deducta, atque a sacerdote
prolata, ad fidelium acclamationem veluti aditum aperiunt.”
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Cardinal Ratzinger > { The Spirit Of The L1turgy>> p-211- 212(#’?“—'4 BB A BRI ) . The structure
of the liturgy itself provides for other moments of silence. First there is the silence of the Consecration
at the elevation of the consecrated species. It is an invitation to direct our eyes toward Christ, to look at
him from within, in a gaze that is at once gratitude, adoration, and petition for our own transformation.
There are fashionable objections that would try to talk us out of this silence at the Consecration. The
showing of the Gifts, it is said, is a medieval error, which disturbs the structure of the Eucharistic
Prayer, the expression of a false and too grossly materialistic piety. The argument is that the elevation is
out of keeping with the essential direction of the Eucharist. At this moment, so it is claimed, we should
not be worshipping Christ - the whole Canon addresses the Father, to whom we pray through Christ.
We do not need to go into these criticisms in detail. The essential answer to them is provided by what
was said in chapter 2 about reverence for the Blessed Sacrament and the rightfulness of the medieval
developments, which unfold what had been there from the beginning in the faith of the Church. It is
correct to say that the Canon has a trinitarian structure and consequently as a totality moves "through
Christ, in the Holy Spirit, to the Father". But the liturgy in this respect knows nothing of rigidity and
fixation. The reformed Missal of 1970 itself places on our lips a greeting directed toward the Lord:
""We proclaim your death, O Lord, and we confess your Resurrection, until you come [in glory]!"
The moment when the Lord come down and transforms bread and wine to become his Body and
Blood cannot fail to stun, to the very core of their being, those who participate in the Eucharist
by faith and prayer. When this happens, we cannot do other than fall to our knees and greet him.
The Consecration is the moment of God's great actio in the world for us. It draws our eyes and hearts
on high. For a moment the world is silent, everything is silent, and in that silence we touch the eternal -
for one beat of the heart we step out of time into God's being-with-us. ...”
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§ Bl + “Ubi mos est, populum ab acclamatione Sanctus expleta usque ad finem Precis eucharistice

et ante Communionem quando sacerdos dicit Ecce Agnus Dei genuflexum manere, hic laudabiliter
retinetur.”
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